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Why would they start now? There are
s0 many problems with the Peru FTA,
whether it is the privatization of So-
cial Security, ban on anti-offshoring,
or failure to protect our intellectual
property rights, there are more than
enough reasons to oppose the Peru
FTA.

I could go on, but I do not have the
time. I ask my colleagues to really lis-
ten to what America is saying about
these trade deals. I am asking Members
to vote their conscience to oppose the
Peru free trade agreement.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

ESCALATION IN IRAQ WAR COSTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
tonight to draw attention to the surge,
or escalation, of the occupation of Iraq.
This time it is not an escalation of
troops; it is the escalation in spending
to continue this senseless, apparently
endless occupation.

Recent estimates put the cost of the
military actions in Iraq and Afghani-
stan at $808 billion by the end of this
year. That’s just knocking on the door
of $1 trillion, Mr. Speaker. Let me say
that again: we are closing in on $1 tril-
lion, and we haven’t even begun to put
together a plan to bring our troops
home.

This administration has talked about
a Korean- or Vietnam-like presence in
Iraq. This could mean as much as 50
more years of U.S. boots on the ground.
Conservative estimates put just one
more decade of military spending at
$1.5 trillion. Who knows what it will be
after 20 or 30 or 50 years.

The United States has an obligation,
both moral and political, to help the
people of Iraq to rebuild their nation.
Whether through reconciliation or re-
construction, our commitment must be
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ongoing. But we can’t start either of
these while we are funding this admin-
istration’s occupation.

Despite the bravery of our men and
women in uniform, we all know that we
can’t bring peace and stability to an-
other country down the barrel of a gun.

A recent report by the Congressional
Progressive Caucus found that this
misdirection of funds may actually be
endangering our own homeland. Each
of my colleagues can go to my Web
site, www.Woolsey.house.gov, and find
out what it is costing their congres-
sional district.

My district of Marin and Sonoma
counties in California have already
paid $1.3 billion for the occupation of
Iraq. That could have paid for nearly
25,000 public safety officers or nearly
18,000 port container inspectors to pro-
vide real security for our homeland.

Instead of passing on a war deficit to
our children and grandchildren, we
could have been investing in their fu-
ture and, Mr. Speaker, we must. So far
in paying for the occupation, we could
have paid for 20,000 more elementary
school teachers, or we could have pro-
vided almost 500,000 more children with
health care, or 200,000 college scholar-
ships to worthy students.

America’s working families have de-
manded, they went to the polls in No-
vember, they want us to end this occu-
pation. They want real investment in
their own communities. They want this
Congress to stand up to the White
House and demand that our troops and
military contractors be brought home,
not in 10 years, not in 50 years. They
want our troops home in a safe and or-
derly responsible manner by the holi-
days.

Enough of the endless occupation.
Enough of the misspent billions.
Enough is enough, Mr. Speaker. Let’s
bring the troops home. Let’s provide
for a secure future for American and
Iraqi families.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. GINNY
BROWN-WAITE) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mrs. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of
Florida addressed the House. Her re-
marks will appear hereafter in the Ex-
tensions of Remarks.)

————

CBC DISCUSSES SCHIP AND THE
JENA SIX

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Mrs. JONES) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the sub-
jects of the Congressional Black Cau-
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cus Special Order message hour today
that will focus on SCHIP as well as the
Jena Six.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
today 50 million Americans have no
health insurance, including more than
8 million children. Eight out of 10 unin-
sured Americans either work or are in
working families. Sadly, many of those
uninsured and underinsured are Afri-
can American.

Being uninsured means going with-
out needed care. It means minor ill-
nesses become major ones because care
is delayed. Tragically, it means that
one significant medical expense can
wipe out a family’s life savings. There
are millions of working uninsured
Americans who go to bed every night
worrying about what will happen to
them and their families if a major ill-
ness or injury strikes.

In my home State of Ohio, there are
currently 1,362,000 uninsured, an in-
crease of 18,000 people since 2003. We
have also seen the strain on many of
the local hospitals in my district when
people are forced to use emergency
rooms as their source of primary care.

The problem is getting worse. As the
price of health care continues to rise,
fewer individuals and families can af-
ford to pay for coverage. Fewer small
businesses are able to provide coverage
for their employees, and those that do
are struggling to hold on to the cov-
erage they offer. It is a problem that
affects all of us, and we cannot sit idly
by while the people of this country
continue to go without health insur-
ance.

Tomorrow, we will have an oppor-
tunity to expand one of the most effec-
tive government programs imple-
mented in the last decade, the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program,
or SCHIP. SCHIP is a joint State-Fed-
eral program created in order to pro-
vide health insurance to children in
low-income households whose income,
although meager, was still above Med-
icaid eligibility.
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Currently, the program allows for
States to provide health insurance to
families whose household income is up
to 200 percent of the poverty level. In
2006, SCHIP provided coverage to over
6.7 million children, and although it
has been successful since its inception,
there are still 9 million children with-
out any health insurance, many of
whom are minorities. Currently, more
than 80 percent of the uninsured Afri-
can American children and 70 percent
of the Hispanic children are eligible for
SCHIP but not enrolled.

It gives me great pleasure to lead
this special hour this evening on behalf
of the Congressional Black Caucus, and
I'm pleased at this time to yield time
to my colleague and good friend BAR-
BARA LEE from California.
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